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Most Common Questions Asked About Moraxella bovoculi

1. What is Moraxella bovoculi?

M. bovoculi is a coccoid [spherical shaped) bacterium that causes pinkeye in cattle. It was mis-
identified (and occasionally still is) as Moraxella ovis or Branhamella ovis until it was properly
named in 2007. Addison Biclogical Laboratory has isolated this organism for the last several
years, but the incidence appears to be increasing. Due to its ability to cause pinkeye year round,
M. bovoculi has been nicknamed “Winter Pinkeye®. It also seems to be less sensitive to some
traditional treatments for pinkeye, making it tougher to treat.

2. How does Moraxella bovoculi differ from Moraxella bovis?

M. bovis is a rod shaped bacterium that causes pinkeye in cattle and is much more common
than M. bovoculi. M. bovis is more commonly found to cause pinkeye in the spring and summer
rmonths. Due to the very high quality of commercial pinkeye preventatives available that contain
M. bovis [such as MAXI/GUARD Pinkeye Bacterin), it is usually easy to prevent.

3. Does any commercial vaccine protect against Moraxella bovoculi?
Mo. Currently there are no commercial vaccines available that will prevent pinkeye if M. bovoculi
is the causative agent.

4. What do | do if | have a pinkeye break and how do | determine if the problem is
Moraxella bovoculi?

The only way to confirm if a pinkeye break is caused by M. bovoculi or M. bovis is to have a diag-
nostic laboratory, like ours, analyze a sample taken from the eyes of affected cattle. If the break-
ing herd was properly vaccinated by MAX]/GUARD Pinkeye Bacterin, please contact us by calling
B800-331-2530. We will ask a series of questions to assess the situation and send a pinkeye
outbreak kit to assist you in obtaining the best possible sample. After we receive the kit back
from you, our skilled diagnosticians will soon be able to determine what caused the pinkeye
break. All diagnostic work in these cases is performed at no charge.

5. What is the best way to control pinkeye if | have a Moraxella bovoculi problem?

Since no commercial vaccine contains M. bovoculi, the problem will not be solved by switching to
another commercial product. In these cases your best option is to use a high quality autogenous
bacterin program along with MAX|/GUARD Pinkeye Bacterin. This will provide protection against
the specific problem of M. bovoculi and the more wide spread problem of M. bovis. We can
create an autogenous bacterin from the samples received from the breaking cattle.

6. How long does it take to get an autogenous bacterin made?
After we receive your confirmed order, it typically takes approximately 14 days to
get an autogenous serial delivered to you for a first time order.
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